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The	Mayans	developed	a	complex	calendar	system	that	was	more	accurate	than	the	modern	Gregorian	calendar.	It	played	a	crucial	role	in	their	religious	and	agricultural	practices.	2.	The	Heart	of	Central	America	The	Mayan	civilization	thrived	in	what	is	now	Mexico,	Belize,	Guatemala,	El	Salvador,	and	parts	of	Honduras,	making	it	a	central	aspect	of
Central	America’s	history.	3.	Architectural	Marvels	Mayans	built	impressive	pyramids	and	cities	like	Chichen	Itza	and	Tikal,	which	stand	as	a	testament	to	their	architectural	genius.	Read	also:	34	Facts	About	Sects	4.	The	Mayan	Empire	At	its	peak,	the	Mayan	empire	boasted	a	large	population	across	numerous	city	states,	each	with	its	own	ruler	and
god	patrons.	5.	Unique	Writing	System	The	Maya	developed	their	own	hieroglyphic	writing	system,	which	was	used	to	record	their	history,	achievements,	and	religious	rituals.	6.	Pioneers	in	Astronomy	Mayan	astronomers	could	predict	solar	eclipses,	and	their	long	count	calendar	was	used	to	track	vast	periods	of	time.	7.	The	Mesoamerican	Ballgame
The	Mesoamerican	ballgame	was	not	just	a	sport	but	a	religious	activity.	Players	could	only	use	their	hips	to	hit	the	ball.	8.	Advanced	Mathematics	The	Mayans	invented	a	number	system	that	included	the	concept	of	zero,	an	advanced	mathematical	concept	not	present	in	many	contemporary	cultures.	9.	Importance	of	Corn	Corn	was	a	staple	in	the
Mayan	diet	and	played	a	significant	role	in	their	mythology	and	daily	life.	Read	also:	35	Facts	About	Thrones	10.	The	Sacred	Cenotes	Cenotes,	natural	sinkholes,	were	considered	sacred	in	Mayan	culture	and	were	often	used	for	sacrificial	rituals.	11.	Skilled	Artists	Mayan	artists	were	highly	skilled	in	pottery,	sculpture,	and	painting,	often	depicting
deities,	rulers,	and	scenes	of	everyday	life.	12.	The	Feathered	Serpent	The	feathered	serpent,	Quetzalcoatl,	was	one	of	the	most	important	gods,	symbolizing	wisdom	and	wind.	13.	Human	Sacrifice	Human	sacrifice	was	a	part	of	Mayan	religion,	believed	to	appease	the	gods	and	maintain	cosmic	balance.	14.	Mayan	City	States	The	Mayan	city	states
were	fiercely	independent	but	linked	through	trade	routes	and	alliances.	Tikal	and	Calakmul	were	among	the	largest	city	states.	15.	Classic	Period	The	Classic	Period	(250-900	AD)	was	the	height	of	the	Maya	civilization,	marked	by	great	artistic	and	intellectual	achievements.	16.	Elaborate	Costumes	During	religious	rituals,	participants	wore
elaborate	costumes	and	masks	to	embody	gods	or	mythical	creatures.	17.	The	Spanish	Conquest	The	arrival	of	the	Spanish	in	the	16th	century	marked	the	end	of	many	Mayan	cities	through	disease,	warfare,	and	forced	conversion.	18.	The	Mystery	of	Their	Decline	The	mysterious	decline	of	the	Maya	during	the	ninth	century	is	still	debated,	with
theories	ranging	from	drought	to	constant	warfare.	19.	Natural	Medicine	Mayans	utilized	a	vast	knowledge	of	medicinal	plants	and	practices,	including	sweat	baths	for	purification	and	healing.	20.	The	Post-Classic	Period	Following	the	Classic	Period,	the	Post-Classic	Period	saw	the	rise	of	powerful	cities	like	Mayapan	and	the	increased	influence	of
the	Aztecs.	21.	Skilled	Astronomers	Archaeological	evidence	shows	that	Mayans	were	skilled	astronomers,	meticulously	observing	celestial	bodies	and	recording	their	movements.	Read	also:	50	Thanksgiving	Facts	To	Prepare	For	Holiday	Season	22.	The	Mayan	Religion	Mayan	religion	was	polytheistic,	with	a	vast	pantheon	of	gods	related	to	elements
of	the	natural	environment.	23.	Ingenious	Agriculture	Mayans	created	sustainable	farming	methods,	including	slash-and-burn	agriculture	and	terracing	to	support	their	large	population.	24.	The	Importance	of	Jade	Jade	was	highly	valued	in	Maya	society,	used	in	jewelry,	as	currency,	and	in	burial	rites	for	the	Maya	nobility.	25.	The	Codices	Only	a	few
Mayan	books,	or	codices,	survive	today,	offering	precious	insights	into	Maya	culture,	astronomy,	and	rituals.	26.	The	Monkey	Dance	The	Monkey	Dance	is	a	traditional	Mayan	performance	that	combines	dance,	music,	and	costumes	to	tell	stories	from	their	mythology.	27.	Social	Hierarchy	Maya	society	had	a	complex	social	hierarchy,	with	the	Maya
nobility	at	the	top,	followed	by	priests,	warriors,	artisans,	and	farmers.	Read	also:	35	Facts	About	Snowmen	28.	The	Potter’s	Wheel	Unlike	many	ancient	civilizations,	the	Maya	did	not	use	the	potter’s	wheel,	yet	they	produced	intricate	ceramics	and	pottery.	29.	Trade	and	Economy	The	Mayan	economy	was	heavily	based	on	trade	routes	connecting
different	city	states	and	regions,	trading	goods	like	jade,	cocoa,	and	feathers.	30.	Chocolate	Innovators	The	Maya	were	among	the	first	to	cultivate	cacao,	using	it	to	make	a	frothy	chocolate	drink	for	religious	ceremonies	and	as	a	luxury	item.	31.	The	Mayans	and	the	Aztecs	While	the	Mayans	and	Aztecs	are	often	mentioned	together,	they	were	distinct
civilizations	with	their	own	cultures,	although	the	Aztecs	did	pay	tribute	to	Mayan	achievements.	32.	Hierarchical	Warfare	Warfare	was	a	means	to	gain	territory,	captives	for	sacrifice,	and	prestige.	It	was	deeply	entwined	with	religious	practices	and	social	status.	33.	Unique	Beauty	Standards	Beauty	standards	in	Mayan	culture	included	flattened
foreheads,	crossed	eyes,	and	jade	inlaid	teeth.	Read	also:	34	Facts	About	Human	Tower	34.	The	Ballgame	Continues	The	ancient	Mesoamerican	ballgame	is	still	played	today	in	modified	forms	in	some	parts	of	Central	America.	35.	Calendar	Systems	Besides	their	famous	Long	Count	calendar,	the	Maya	used	own	calendars	for	agricultural	and	religious
purposes.	36.	The	Concept	of	Time	For	the	Maya,	time	was	cyclical,	not	linear,	influencing	their	worldview	and	religious	rituals.	37.	Writing	on	Tree	Bark	The	Mayans	wrote	on	tree	bark	paper,	creating	codices	that	were	unfortunately	largely	destroyed	during	the	Spanish	conquest.	38.	Hallucinogenic	Drugs	Hallucinogenic	drugs	were	used	by	Mayan
priests	to	induce	visions	and	communicate	with	the	gods	during	rituals.	39.	Tattoos	and	Body	Modification	Tattoos	and	body	modifications	were	common,	reflecting	social	status,	achievements,	or	religious	devotion.	Read	also:	26	Facts	About	Rapture	40.	Astronomy	and	Architecture	Many	Mayan	cities	and	buildings	were	aligned	with	astronomical
events,	like	solstices	and	equinoxes,	showcasing	their	deep	understanding	of	the	cosmos.	41.	The	Classical	Period	The	Classical	Period	was	marked	by	the	development	of	powerful	city	states	and	significant	advances	in	Mayan	culture.	42.	Agriculture	and	the	Environment	The	Mayans	had	a	profound	respect	for	the	natural	environment,	which
influenced	their	agricultural	practices	and	religious	beliefs.	43.	Mayan	Gods	The	pantheon	of	Mayan	gods	included	deities	associated	with	elements	of	nature,	agriculture,	and	war.	44.	Daily	Life	Daily	life	for	the	Maya	varied	greatly	depending	on	social	status,	but	most	engaged	in	farming,	trading,	and	participating	in	community	and	religious
activities.	45.	Religious	and	Ceremonial	Life	Religious	and	ceremonial	life	was	central	to	Maya	culture,	with	rituals,	dances,	and	ceremonies	performed	to	honor	gods	and	ancestors.	46.	The	Importance	of	Black	Beans	Black	beans	were	a	staple	food,	providing	essential	nutrition	and	featuring	in	many	traditional	dishes.	47.	Education	and	Training
Nobles	and	future	priests	received	formal	education	in	writing,	mathematics,	and	astronomy,	while	others	learned	trades	and	farming	techniques.	48.	The	Influence	of	the	Maya	The	Maya	civilization’s	influence	extends	far	beyond	its	historical	period,	impacting	modern	culture,	science,	and	art.	49.	The	Great	Civilization	The	Maya	were	a	great
civilization	not	just	for	their	monumental	architecture	but	for	their	contributions	to	mathematics,	astronomy,	and	sustainable	living.	50.	Legacy	and	Continuation	The	descendants	of	the	ancient	Mayans	still	live	in	Central	America,	maintaining	many	aspects	of	their	ancestors’	culture,	language,	and	traditions.	Final	Word	This	list	of	50	Mayan	facts
barely	scratches	the	surface	of	the	depth	and	breadth	of	the	Mayan	civilization,	a	testament	to	the	enduring	legacy	of	one	of	the	world’s	most	fascinating	ancient	cultures.	The	Mayan	civilization,	which	flourished	in	Mesoamerica	from	about	2000	BCE	to	the	16th	century	CE,	is	known	for	its	impressive	achievements	in	art,	architecture,	mathematics,
astronomy,	and	more.	From	their	complex	calendar	system	to	their	intricate	religious	beliefs	and	rituals,	the	Mayans	left	behind	a	rich	legacy	that	continues	to	fascinate	and	inspire	people	around	the	world.	In	this	article,	we	explore	100	fascinating	facts	about	the	Mayans,	providing	an	in-depth	look	at	this	ancient	culture	and	its	enduring	impact.100
Facts	about	the	Mayans:	Exploring	the	Ancient	Civilization's	History,	Culture,	and	LegacyThe	Mayans	were	a	Mesoamerican	civilization	that	existed	from	about	2000	BC	to	1500	AD.The	civilization	was	located	in	what	is	now	Guatemala,	Belize,	Honduras,	El	Salvador,	and	parts	of	Mexico.The	Mayan	civilization	was	known	for	its	impressive
architecture,	complex	writing	system,	and	advanced	mathematics.The	Mayans	believed	in	a	complex	pantheon	of	gods	and	goddesses,	and	their	religion	was	an	integral	part	of	their	daily	lives.The	Mayans	practiced	human	sacrifice	as	part	of	their	religious	rituals.The	Mayans	built	large	cities	with	impressive	structures	such	as	pyramids,	palaces,	and
temples.Tikal,	located	in	present-day	Guatemala,	was	one	of	the	largest	Mayan	cities	and	is	known	for	its	impressive	pyramids.The	Mayans	were	skilled	farmers	and	developed	sophisticated	agricultural	techniques	such	as	terracing	and	irrigation.The	Mayans	developed	a	complex	calendar	system	that	included	a	solar	calendar	and	a	sacred
calendar.The	Mayan	writing	system,	which	included	hieroglyphs,	was	one	of	the	few	writing	systems	developed	independently	in	the	world.The	Mayan	civilization	declined	in	the	9th	century	AD,	and	the	reasons	for	this	decline	are	still	debated	by	scholars.Some	theories	suggest	that	the	decline	was	due	to	environmental	factors	such	as	drought	or
deforestation.Other	theories	suggest	that	the	decline	was	due	to	political	or	social	factors	such	as	warfare	or	internal	conflict.The	Mayan	civilization	had	a	complex	social	structure	with	a	ruling	class,	a	priestly	class,	and	a	commoner	class.The	Mayans	believed	in	an	afterlife	and	buried	their	dead	with	elaborate	burial	goods.Mayan	art	was	known	for
its	intricate	carvings	and	sculptures,	often	featuring	gods	and	mythological	creatures.The	Mayans	were	skilled	in	metalworking	and	created	intricate	gold	and	jade	jewelry.The	Mayans	traded	with	other	civilizations	such	as	the	Aztecs	and	the	Olmecs.The	Mayans	were	skilled	astronomers	and	used	their	knowledge	of	the	stars	to	create	their
calendars.The	Mayans	also	developed	a	system	of	mathematics	that	included	a	concept	of	zero	and	a	base-20	number	system.The	Mayans	were	skilled	in	medicine	and	used	herbal	remedies	and	surgery	to	treat	illnesses	and	injuries.Mayan	ball	games,	which	involved	a	rubber	ball	and	a	stone	hoop,	were	an	important	part	of	Mayan	culture	and	often
had	religious	significance.The	Mayans	had	a	complex	system	of	rituals	and	ceremonies	that	were	an	integral	part	of	their	religion	and	daily	life.The	Mayans	believed	that	the	world	was	divided	into	three	realms:	the	heavens,	the	earth,	and	the	underworld.The	Mayans	believed	that	the	gods	controlled	the	forces	of	nature	and	often	made	offerings	to
them	to	ensure	good	harvests	or	to	avoid	disasters.The	Mayans	had	a	tradition	of	bloodletting	in	which	nobles	would	pierce	their	tongues,	ears,	or	genitals	to	offer	blood	to	the	gods.The	Mayans	were	skilled	potters	and	created	intricate	pottery	vessels	and	figurines.Mayan	music	was	an	important	part	of	Mayan	ceremonies	and	often	involved	the	use
of	flutes,	drums,	and	rattles.The	Mayans	had	a	complex	system	of	trade	that	involved	the	exchange	of	goods	such	as	jade,	obsidian,	and	cacao	beans.The	Mayans	had	a	complex	system	of	roads	and	waterways	that	connected	their	cities	and	facilitated	trade.The	Mayans	had	a	system	of	writing	that	was	used	to	record	historical	events,	religious
ceremonies,	and	astronomical	observations.The	Mayans	had	a	system	of	government	that	was	based	on	the	rule	of	a	king	or	queen,	who	was	believed	to	have	been	appointed	by	the	gods.Mayan	rulers	were	often	depicted	wearing	elaborate	costumes	and	headdresses,	and	were	surrounded	by	a	court	of	nobles	and	advisors.Mayan	society	was	highly
stratified,	with	the	ruling	class	enjoying	significant	privileges	and	access	to	resources.Mayan	farmers	were	organized	into	communal	groups,	and	often	had	to	pay	tribute	to	their	rulers	in	the	form	of	crops	or	labor.Mayan	women	played	an	important	role	in	society,	and	were	involved	in	agriculture,	crafts,	and	trade.Mayan	women	also	held	positions	of
power	as	queens,	priestesses,	and	even	warriors.The	Mayans	practiced	a	form	of	tattooing	known	as	"puncturing,"	in	which	needles	were	used	to	create	intricate	designs	on	the	skin.Mayan	architecture	was	characterized	by	the	use	of	limestone,	which	was	readily	available	in	the	region,	and	often	featured	elaborate	carvings	and	murals.Mayan
buildings	were	typically	arranged	around	a	central	plaza,	and	often	included	ball	courts,	marketplaces,	and	administrative	buildings.Mayan	cities	were	often	fortified,	with	walls	and	watchtowers	protecting	them	from	invaders.Mayan	art	was	often	highly	symbolic,	with	many	images	representing	gods	or	other	mythological	figures.Mayan	artists	also
created	intricate	textiles,	which	were	used	for	clothing	and	ceremonial	purposes.The	Mayans	had	a	system	of	education	that	was	primarily	reserved	for	the	elite	classes,	and	included	training	in	writing,	mathematics,	and	astronomy.Mayan	priests	played	an	important	role	in	society,	and	were	responsible	for	conducting	religious	ceremonies	and
interpreting	the	will	of	the	gods.Mayan	religion	included	a	belief	in	multiple	gods,	many	of	which	were	associated	with	natural	phenomena	such	as	the	sun,	the	moon,	and	the	rain.Mayan	religion	also	included	a	concept	of	cyclical	time,	in	which	history	and	events	repeated	themselves	in	a	never-ending	cycle.Mayan	religion	also	included	a	belief	in	the
power	of	blood	sacrifice,	which	was	believed	to	appease	the	gods	and	ensure	good	fortune.Mayan	religion	also	included	a	belief	in	the	afterlife,	and	many	tombs	and	burial	sites	have	been	discovered	throughout	the	Mayan	region.The	Mayans	developed	a	system	of	irrigation	that	allowed	them	to	cultivate	crops	in	areas	with	limited	rainfall.Mayan
farmers	also	used	a	technique	known	as	"milpa,"	in	which	several	crops	were	grown	together	in	a	single	field	to	maximize	yield.The	Mayans	used	a	form	of	bark	paper	known	as	"amatl"	to	create	books	and	codices,	many	of	which	were	destroyed	during	the	Spanish	conquest.The	Mayans	had	a	complex	system	of	numbers	and	mathematics,	and	were
able	to	perform	complex	calculations	using	a	base-20	system.Mayan	astronomers	were	able	to	accurately	predict	celestial	events	such	as	eclipses	and	the	movements	of	planets.The	Mayans	developed	a	system	of	writing	that	included	both	logographic	symbols	and	phonetic	glyphs,	and	was	used	to	record	historical	events	and	religious
ceremonies.Mayan	writing	also	included	a	system	of	hieroglyphs	that	was	used	to	represent	the	names	and	titles	of	rulers	and	nobles.The	Mayans	had	a	complex	system	of	trade	that	included	both	long-distance	and	local	exchange	networks.Mayan	traders	often	traveled	by	canoe	or	foot,	and	exchanged	goods	such	as	jade,	obsidian,	cacao	beans,	and
salt.The	Mayans	were	skilled	metallurgists,	and	created	objects	such	as	gold	and	copper	bells,	axes,	and	ceremonial	knives.The	Mayans	were	skilled	potters,	and	created	a	wide	range	of	ceramic	vessels	for	cooking,	storage,	and	ceremonial	purposes.Mayan	cuisine	included	a	wide	variety	of	foods	such	as	maize,	beans,	squash,	chili	peppers,	and
chocolate.The	Mayans	were	known	for	their	use	of	cacao	beans,	which	were	used	to	create	a	bitter	drink	that	was	consumed	during	religious	ceremonies.The	Mayans	played	a	form	of	ballgame	known	as	"pok-ta-pok,"	which	was	played	on	a	large	court	and	involved	hitting	a	rubber	ball	with	the	hips	or	forearms.Mayan	ballgames	often	had	religious	or
political	significance,	and	were	sometimes	used	to	resolve	disputes	between	rival	groups.Mayan	warfare	was	often	carried	out	using	clubs,	spears,	and	bows	and	arrows,	and	was	sometimes	accompanied	by	human	sacrifice.Mayan	warfare	often	had	religious	or	political	motivations,	and	was	sometimes	used	to	expand	territory	or	control	resources.The
Mayans	believed	in	a	cyclical	view	of	history,	and	saw	their	rulers	as	embodying	the	power	of	the	gods	and	overseeing	the	movements	of	the	stars	and	planets.Mayan	cities	often	had	multiple	temples	and	pyramids	dedicated	to	different	gods,	and	were	often	arranged	around	a	central	plaza	or	market.The	Mayans	were	skilled	mathematicians,	and
were	able	to	perform	complex	calculations	using	a	system	of	dots	and	bars.The	Mayans	were	skilled	astronomers,	and	were	able	to	track	the	movements	of	the	stars	and	planets	using	a	system	of	observations	and	calculations.Mayan	culture	was	characterized	by	a	complex	system	of	rituals	and	ceremonies,	many	of	which	were	associated	with	the
natural	world	and	the	movements	of	the	stars	and	planets.Mayan	art	was	often	characterized	by	intricate	patterns	and	designs,	and	was	used	to	express	religious	and	political	ideas.Mayan	art	often	depicted	scenes	from	daily	life,	such	as	hunting,	fishing,	and	farming,	as	well	as	mythological	and	religious	subjects.Mayan	art	was	often	created	using
materials	such	as	jade,	obsidian,	and	shell,	which	were	highly	valued	in	Mayan	society.Mayan	artists	were	skilled	in	a	wide	range	of	media,	including	stone,	stucco,	ceramics,	and	textiles.Mayan	society	was	characterized	by	a	complex	system	of	social	classes,	with	the	ruling	class	enjoying	significant	privileges	and	access	to	resources.Mayan	rulers
were	often	depicted	wearing	elaborate	costumes	and	headdresses,	which	were	associated	with	their	status	and	power.Mayan	society	was	patriarchal,	with	men	holding	most	of	the	positions	of	power	and	authority.Mayan	society	also	placed	a	high	value	on	personal	appearance,	and	Mayan	nobles	were	known	to	wear	elaborate	jewelry	and	body
adornments.Mayan	society	had	a	complex	system	of	laws	and	punishments,	which	were	often	based	on	religious	and	cultural	beliefs.Mayan	society	was	characterized	by	a	deep	reverence	for	the	natural	world,	and	Mayans	often	believed	that	natural	phenomena	such	as	earthquakes	and	eclipses	were	caused	by	the	actions	of	the	gods.The	Mayans	had
a	complex	system	of	divination,	which	was	used	to	predict	the	outcomes	of	future	events	and	interpret	the	will	of	the	gods.Mayan	society	was	characterized	by	a	deep	respect	for	ancestors,	and	many	Mayan	rituals	and	ceremonies	were	designed	to	honor	the	spirits	of	the	dead.Mayan	society	also	placed	a	high	value	on	the	concept	of	hospitality,	and
guests	were	often	treated	with	great	respect	and	generosity.Mayan	society	was	characterized	by	a	complex	system	of	kinship	and	marriage,	with	marriages	often	being	arranged	to	cement	political	alliances	or	consolidate	wealth	and	power.Mayan	society	was	also	characterized	by	a	complex	system	of	patronage,	with	wealthy	individuals	often
providing	support	to	artists,	scholars,	and	religious	leaders	in	exchange	for	prestige	and	political	influence.Mayan	religion	included	a	wide	variety	of	deities	and	spirits,	many	of	which	were	associated	with	natural	phenomena	such	as	rain,	wind,	and	lightning.Mayan	religion	also	included	a	complex	system	of	rituals	and	sacrifices,	which	were	used	to
appease	the	gods	and	ensure	the	well-being	of	the	community.Mayan	religion	placed	a	high	value	on	human	sacrifice,	which	was	seen	as	a	necessary	part	of	maintaining	the	balance	between	the	human	and	divine	worlds.Mayan	religion	also	included	a	complex	system	of	divination,	which	was	used	to	interpret	the	will	of	the	gods	and	predict	the
outcomes	of	future	events.Mayan	religion	often	involved	the	use	of	psychoactive	plants	and	substances,	such	as	tobacco,	peyote,	and	psilocybin	mushrooms,	which	were	believed	to	facilitate	communication	with	the	spirit	world.Mayan	society	had	a	complex	system	of	education,	with	elite	boys	receiving	formal	training	in	reading,	writing,	and
mathematics.Mayan	society	also	had	a	complex	system	of	trade,	with	goods	such	as	salt,	obsidian,	and	textiles	being	exchanged	over	long	distances.Mayan	society	was	characterized	by	a	strong	sense	of	regional	identity,	with	each	city-state	maintaining	its	own	unique	culture	and	traditions.Mayan	society	was	deeply	influenced	by	environmental
factors	such	as	climate,	geography,	and	natural	resources.Mayan	civilization	declined	in	the	9th	and	10th	centuries,	for	reasons	that	are	still	not	entirely	clear,	though	factors	such	as	overpopulation,	environmental	degradation,	and	political	instability	are	believed	to	have	played	a	role.Mayan	civilization	left	behind	a	rich	legacy	of	art,	architecture,
and	culture,	which	continues	to	influence	contemporary	Maya	communities	and	inspire	people	around	the	world.The	Mayan	people	are	still	present	in	the	modern	world,	with	an	estimated	6-7	million	Maya	living	in	Central	America	today,	many	of	whom	continue	to	practice	traditional	customs	and	beliefs.The	Mayans	were	skilled	astronomers	and
mathematicians,	and	their	calendar	system	was	one	of	the	most	complex	and	accurate	in	the	ancient	world.The	Mayan	civilization	was	rediscovered	by	European	explorers	in	the	16th	century,	and	the	ruins	of	their	cities	have	been	excavated	and	studied	by	archaeologists	ever	since,	helping	to	shed	light	on	this	fascinating	ancient	culture.The	Mayan
civilization	may	have	declined	centuries	ago,	but	its	impact	on	history	and	culture	can	still	be	felt	today.	From	the	architectural	marvels	of	their	cities	to	the	intricate	symbolism	of	their	art,	the	Mayans	were	a	complex	and	sophisticated	society	that	continues	to	captivate	scholars	and	enthusiasts	alike.	By	exploring	the	100	facts	presented	in	this
article,	we	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	Mayan	civilization	and	its	enduring	legacy,	reminding	us	of	the	incredible	achievements	of	this	ancient	culture.	Do	you	want	to	know	about	The	Mayans?	Well	you've	come	to	the	right	place!	Check	out	these	10	facts	about	The	Mayans...The	Mayans	were	a	Mesoamerican	civilisation,	who	made	significant
advancements	in	mathematics,	architecture,	and	astronomy.	They	are	also	recognised	for	their	sophisticated	writing	system	and	innovative	calendar.	Here	are	the	Top	10	Facts	about	the	Mayan	civilisation	that	will	help	you	gain	a	better	understanding	of	their	culture	and	accomplishments.By	900	AD,	the	Maya	were	a	very	advanced	society.They	had
started	to	farm	and	even	do	maths!They	stayed	in	the	same	place	and	had	permanent	homes.The	Maya	lived	in	a	place	called	Mesoamerica	which	was	made	of	Mexico	and	parts	of	Central	America.They	lived	in	places	such	as	Guatemala,	Belize,	Honduras,	Yucatán	Peninsula	and	El	Salvador.The	Maya	had	lots	of	cities	that	they	lived	in.In	total	it	is
believed	there	were	60	of	them.They	built	all	of	them!The	Maya	were	very	clever	and	invented	lots	of	things!This	included	their	own	calendars,	farming	methods,	writing	systems,	sports	and	religion.Find	out	about	amazing	inventions!Only	one	ruler	per	city	was	allowed.They	believed	that	their	rulers	were	given	the	power	by	God.They	even	believed
that	they	could	contact	Gods	through	the	ruler.One	of	their	main	talents	was	building.They	built	so	many	things	such	as	palaces,	pyramids,	ceremonial	structures	and	temple	observatories.This	was	really	impressive	as	they	didn’t	have	metal	tools.They	had	one	called	Chaac	who	was	the	God	of	rain	and	storms.	Itzamna	was	one	of	the	creator	Gods	and
was	a	patron	of	learning.Awilix	was	the	Goddess	of	night	and	the	moon!	They	had	lots	more!Read	about	Egyptian	Gods	and	Goddesses!The	Mayans	had	a	writing	system	where	they	used	hieroglyphics.Hieroglyphics	are	signs	that	make	up	sounds	and	words.There	were	up	to	800	glyphs	in	their	writing	system.I’m	sure	you’ve	used	‘0’	lots	when	doing
maths.Did	you	know	that	The	Maya	invented	the	concept	of	‘zero’?The	Maya	loved	headdresses	and	hats.In	fact,	the	more	important	you	were,	the	bigger	and	taller	your	hat	would	be!Send	us	your	favourite	facts!Is	there	something	we've	missed?	Got	a	fact	you're	dying	to	tell	us?	Submit	it	below	and	we	could	use	it	on	a	future	Top	10	Facts
page!	Remember	to	always	ask	an	adult	before	filling	out	forms	online.	Add	a	comment	The	Maya	civilization,	one	of	the	most	remarkable	ancient	societies	in	the	Americas,	flourished	in	the	lush	landscapes	of	modern-day	Mexico,	Guatemala,	Belize,	Honduras,	and	El	Salvador.	Emerging	around	2000	BCE	and	reaching	its	peak	between	250	CE	and
900	CE,	the	Maya	left	a	profound	legacy	of	achievements	in	various	fields.	From	their	awe-inspiring	architecture	and	intricate	hieroglyphic	writing	to	their	advanced	calendars	and	profound	understanding	of	mathematics	and	astronomy,	the	Maya	made	significant	contributions	to	human	history.	Their	polytheistic	religious	beliefs	and	innovative
agricultural	techniques	also	played	integral	roles	in	shaping	their	culture	and	daily	lives.	While	the	civilization	eventually	declined	around	900	CE,	modern	Maya	communities	continue	to	cherish	and	preserve	their	rich	cultural	heritage	to	this	day.	The	Mayan	civilization	emerged	in	the	Preclassic	period,	around	2000	BCE,	in	the	lowland	regions	of
present-day	southern	Mexico	and	Central	America.	The	civilization’s	development	can	be	divided	into	three	main	periods:	the	Preclassic	(2000	BCE	–	250	CE),	the	Classic	(250	CE	–	900	CE),	and	the	Postclassic	(900	CE	–	1500	CE).	Also	Read:	Facts	About	Tenochtitlan	During	the	Classic	period,	the	Maya	experienced	their	peak	in	population,
urbanization,	cultural	achievements,	and	political	organization.	It	was	a	time	of	tremendous	growth,	with	the	construction	of	large	cities	and	monumental	architecture.	The	Maya	civilization	was	not	a	centralized	empire	but	rather	a	collection	of	city-states,	each	with	its	own	ruling	elite	and	government	structure.	City-states	were	urban	centers
surrounded	by	a	rural	hinterland.	Also	Read:	Accomplishments	of	the	Mayans	They	often	engaged	in	trade,	alliances,	and	occasional	conflicts	with	each	other.	Rulers	in	Mayan	city-states	were	considered	divine	figures,	acting	as	intermediaries	between	the	people	and	the	gods.	These	rulers	and	the	nobility	controlled	the	political,	religious,	and
economic	aspects	of	their	respective	city-states.	Mayan	cities	were	characterized	by	their	impressive	architecture	and	well-planned	urban	layouts.	The	cities	were	designed	with	ceremonial	centers,	plazas,	ball	courts,	and	residential	areas.	The	most	prominent	structures	were	pyramids,	temples,	and	palaces,	which	often	served	religious,
administrative,	and	ceremonial	purposes.	Some	of	the	most	well-known	Mayan	cities,	such	as	Tikal,	Chichen	Itza,	Palenque,	and	Copán,	showcased	remarkable	architectural	feats,	with	intricate	carvings	and	sculptures	decorating	their	buildings.	The	construction	of	these	grand	structures	required	sophisticated	engineering	and	labor	coordination,
highlighting	the	organizational	skills	and	engineering	knowledge	of	the	Maya	civilization.	The	Maya	civilization	is	renowned	for	its	development	of	a	complex	writing	system	that	used	hieroglyphs.	The	Maya	script	is	one	of	the	few	fully	developed	writing	systems	of	the	pre-Columbian	Americas.	It	is	a	combination	of	logograms	and	syllabic	symbols,
representing	both	complete	words	and	syllables.	The	writing	system	was	primarily	recorded	on	stone	monuments,	stelae,	and	murals,	but	it	was	also	used	on	pottery,	codices	(books	made	of	bark	paper),	and	other	artifacts.	The	Maya	hieroglyphs	were	deciphered	by	modern	scholars	in	the	latter	half	of	the	20th	century,	thanks	in	part	to	the	discovery
of	the	Rosetta	Stone	of	the	Maya,	the	“Dresden	Codex.”	This	breakthrough	has	provided	valuable	insights	into	the	history,	religion,	astronomy,	and	daily	life	of	the	Maya	civilization.	The	Maya	were	skilled	astronomers	and	mathematicians	who	developed	several	calendars	to	track	time	with	precision.	The	most	well-known	of	these	calendars	is	the
Long	Count	calendar.	It	was	based	on	a	system	of	cycles	and	provided	a	way	to	record	historical	events	over	long	periods.	The	Long	Count	calendar	began	on	August	11,	3114	BCE,	and	the	Maya	used	it	to	represent	dates	far	into	the	future.	In	addition	to	the	Long	Count	calendar,	the	Maya	had	a	260-day	ritual	calendar	known	as	the	Tzolk’in	and	a
365-day	solar	calendar	called	the	Haab’.	The	combination	of	the	Tzolk’in	and	Haab’	resulted	in	a	52-year	“Calendar	Round,”	which	was	essential	for	organizing	religious	ceremonies	and	agricultural	activities.	The	Maya’s	advanced	understanding	of	astronomy	allowed	them	to	accurately	predict	celestial	events	such	as	eclipses,	equinoxes,	and
solstices,	which	were	crucial	for	agricultural	planning	and	religious	observances.	The	Maya	were	highly	skilled	mathematicians,	and	their	numerical	system	was	based	on	a	vigesimal	(base-20)	counting	system.	They	used	three	symbols	to	represent	numbers:	a	dot	for	one,	a	horizontal	bar	for	five,	and	a	conch	shell	glyph	for	zero.	This	concept	of	zero
was	revolutionary	and	predated	its	use	in	other	civilizations.	Mayan	mathematicians	made	significant	advances	in	areas	such	as	arithmetic,	algebra,	and	geometry.	They	could	perform	complex	calculations	and	use	mathematics	in	architectural	and	astronomical	contexts.	Their	knowledge	of	astronomy	allowed	them	to	develop	accurate	calendars,
make	observations	of	celestial	bodies,	and	create	precise	predictions	of	astronomical	events.	Through	their	sophisticated	understanding	of	mathematics	and	astronomy,	the	Maya	achieved	remarkable	cultural	achievements	and	established	a	deeper	connection	with	the	cosmos,	which	played	a	fundamental	role	in	their	religious	beliefs	and	practices.
The	Maya	civilization	was	highly	dependent	on	agriculture,	and	the	majority	of	the	population	were	farmers.	They	practiced	a	form	of	slash-and-burn	agriculture,	where	they	cleared	land	by	cutting	down	and	burning	trees	and	vegetation.	This	process	enriched	the	soil	and	allowed	for	successful	cultivation	of	crops.	The	primary	crop	cultivated	by	the
Maya	was	maize	(corn),	which	held	significant	cultural	and	religious	importance.	Alongside	maize,	they	also	grew	beans,	squash,	chili	peppers,	avocados,	and	other	fruits	and	vegetables.	To	maximize	productivity,	the	Maya	employed	innovative	farming	techniques.	They	built	terraces	into	hillsides	to	create	flat	surfaces	for	cultivation,	which	helped
prevent	soil	erosion.	Additionally,	the	Maya	constructed	raised	fields	known	as	chinampas	in	swampy	areas.	These	fields	were	built	up	with	layers	of	mud,	vegetation,	and	other	organic	matter,	creating	fertile	and	productive	agricultural	plots.	Religion	played	a	central	and	influential	role	in	Mayan	society.	The	Maya	were	polytheistic,	meaning	they
worshipped	multiple	gods	and	goddesses.	Their	pantheon	was	extensive,	and	each	city-state	had	its	own	set	of	patron	deities.	These	gods	represented	various	aspects	of	nature,	celestial	bodies,	and	human	activities.	Mayan	religious	rituals	and	ceremonies	were	conducted	by	priests,	who	acted	as	intermediaries	between	the	people	and	the	gods.
Ceremonies	were	performed	to	appease	the	gods,	seek	their	blessings,	and	ensure	the	well-being	of	the	community.	Human	sacrifice	was	a	significant	aspect	of	Mayan	religious	practices,	particularly	during	major	ceremonies	or	events.	Sacrifices	were	believed	to	please	the	gods	and	maintain	the	cosmic	balance.	The	Classic	period	of	the	Maya
civilization,	characterized	by	great	achievements	and	prosperity,	came	to	an	end	around	900	CE.	During	this	time,	many	major	cities	in	the	southern	lowlands	were	abandoned	or	experienced	a	significant	decline	in	population	and	political	power.	The	reasons	for	the	decline	are	complex	and	still	debated	among	historians	and	archaeologists.	Some
proposed	factors	contributing	to	the	decline	include	environmental	issues,	such	as	deforestation	and	soil	degradation,	which	could	have	led	to	food	shortages	and	resource	depletion.	Additionally,	intercity	warfare	and	conflict	might	have	weakened	the	region’s	social	and	political	structures.	There	is	also	evidence	of	prolonged	drought	during	this
period,	which	could	have	further	strained	resources	and	exacerbated	existing	problems.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	some	Maya	cities	in	the	northern	Yucatan	continued	to	thrive	even	after	the	Classic	period.	Despite	the	decline	of	the	ancient	Maya	civilization,	the	Mayan	people	and	their	descendants	continue	to	thrive	in	the	present	day.
Throughout	the	centuries,	the	Maya	have	faced	challenges,	including	colonization	and	attempts	to	suppress	their	cultural	practices	and	language.	However,	many	Maya	communities	have	persevered,	preserving	their	rich	cultural	heritage.	Today,	modern	Maya	communities	can	be	found	in	Mexico,	Guatemala,	Belize,	Honduras,	and	El	Salvador.	They
maintain	traditional	customs,	crafts,	art,	and	languages,	which	often	vary	among	different	Maya	groups.	Maya	languages,	such	as	Yucatec	Maya,	K’iche’,	and	Mam,	are	still	spoken	and	are	considered	part	of	the	Mayan	language	family.	Furthermore,	traditional	ceremonies,	rituals,	and	celebrations	are	still	observed,	keeping	alive	the	ancient	practices
and	beliefs	of	their	ancestors.	The	modern	Maya	people	take	pride	in	their	heritage	and	play	an	essential	role	in	enriching	the	cultural	diversity	of	the	regions	they	inhabit.	The	Mayans,	an	ancient	civilization	that	thrived	in	Central	America	for	centuries,	have	left	a	lasting	impact	on	the	world.	Their	contributions	to	art,	architecture,	mathematics,	and
astronomy	continue	to	fascinate	scholars	and	enthusiasts	alike.	Here	are	10	interesting	Mayans	facts	that	you	might	not	know.	The	Mayans	were	renowned	for	their	architectural	prowess.	They	built	towering	pyramids,	grand	palaces,	and	intricate	observatories,	many	of	which	still	stand	today.	The	ruins	of	Chichen	Itza	and	Tikal	are	a	testament	to
their	architectural	genius.	The	Mayans	developed	one	of	the	most	sophisticated	writing	systems	in	the	ancient	world.	Their	hieroglyphic	script,	composed	of	over	800	symbols,	was	used	to	record	historical	events,	astronomical	observations,	and	religious	texts.	The	Mayans	were	not	just	skilled	builders	and	writers,	but	they	were	also	incredibly
knowledgeable	astronomers.	Their	understanding	of	celestial	bodies	was	far	ahead	of	their	time,	and	their	astronomical	observations	are	considered	remarkably	accurate	even	by	today’s	standards.	The	Mayans	tracked	the	movements	of	the	sun,	moon,	planets,	and	stars,	and	used	this	information	to	create	complex	calendars.	Their	most	famous
calendar,	the	Long	Count,	spans	thousands	of	years,	demonstrating	their	understanding	of	the	concept	of	astronomical	cycles.	They	accurately	predicted	solar	and	lunar	eclipses	by	observing	the	moon’s	phases.	They	even	calculated	the	length	of	the	lunar	month	with	an	error	of	just	seconds	from	the	modern	value.	Their	astronomical	observations
also	played	a	crucial	role	in	their	religious	and	ceremonial	practices.	For	instance,	the	orientation	of	their	buildings	and	cities	often	aligned	with	celestial	events	like	the	solstices	and	equinoxes.	These	Mayans	facts	about	their	astronomical	knowledge	highlight	their	intellectual	prowess	and	their	deep	connection	with	the	cosmos.	The	Mayans	enjoyed
a	ball	game	known	as	Pok-a-Tok.	However,	this	was	no	ordinary	game.	The	stakes	were	high,	with	losers	sometimes	being	sacrificed	to	the	gods!	Despite	living	in	a	challenging	tropical	environment,	the	Mayans	developed	advanced	agricultural	techniques,	including	terrace	farming	and	crop	rotation,	allowing	them	to	sustain	large	populations.	For	the
Mayans,	beauty	standards	included	filed	and	decorated	teeth.	They	would	often	inlay	their	teeth	with	jade	or	other	precious	stones,	a	practice	considered	a	sign	of	wealth	and	status.	The	Mayans	believed	in	living	in	harmony	with	nature.	They	worshipped	various	nature	gods	and	often	made	offerings	to	appease	them.	Mayan	society	was	highly
stratified,	with	a	clear	distinction	between	nobles,	commoners,	and	slaves.	The	king,	considered	a	divine	ruler,	was	at	the	top	of	this	hierarchy.	The	Mayans	were	among	the	first	to	discover	the	delights	of	chocolate.	They	often	consumed	it	as	a	frothy	beverage	during	religious	ceremonies	and	festive	occasions.	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	the	Mayan
civilization	never	truly	vanished.	While	their	great	cities	were	abandoned,	the	Mayan	people	continue	to	live	in	Central	America	today,	preserving	many	aspects	of	their	ancient	culture.	The	Mayans	were	a	truly	remarkable	civilization,	and	these	facts	barely	scratch	the	surface	of	their	rich	and	complex	history.	As	we	continue	to	uncover	their	secrets,
there’s	no	doubt	that	we’ll	keep	being	amazed	by	their	achievements.	Chichen	Itza	in	the	Yucatan	Peninsula.	Image	Credit:	Wikimedia	commons.The	ancient	Maya	civilization	was	without	a	doubt,	one	of	the	most	dominant	ancient	societies	of	Mesoamerica.	The	ancient	Maya	excelled	at	agriculture,	pottery,	hieroglyph	writing,	calendar-making,
mathematics	and	were	one	of	the	most	impressive	astronomers	in	the	past.They	were	a	unique	and	advanced	ancient	culture	and	according	to	studies,	the	Maya	were	centered	in	one	geographical	block	covering	all	of	the	Yucatan	Peninsula	and	modern-day	Guatemala,	Belize	and	Chiapas	and	Tabasco	in	modern	day	Mexico.	Here	are	20	facts	about
this	incredible	ancient	civilization:According	to	the	ancient	Maya,	the	world	was	created	on	August	11,	3114BC,	which	is	the	date	their	calendar	counts	from.The	Maya	never	disappeared	really,	according	to	recent	studies	around	seven	million	direct	descendants	of	the	Mayans	live	in	the	Americas	today.The	earliest	Maya	settlements	date	to	around
1800	B.C.,	or	the	beginning	of	what	is	called	the	Preclassic	or	Formative	Period.The	Late	Preclassic	city	of	Mirador,	in	the	northern	Peten,	was	one	of	the	greatest	cities	ever	built	in	the	pre-Columbian	Americas.From	the	late	eighth	through	the	end	of	the	ninth	century,	something	unknown	happened	to	shake	the	Maya	civilization	to	its
foundations.According	to	scholars,	the	most	distinctive	Maya	achievements	were	in	abstract	mathematics	and	astronomy.The	Maya	were	literate	and	had	a	written	language	and	even	books.The	Mayan	system	of	hieroglyphics,	one	of	the	most	complex	systems	on	Earth,	only	began	to	be	successfully	decoded	in	the	1950’s.The	ancient	Maya	were	one	of
the	earliest	ancient	civilization	to	use	the	number	ZERO.Both	Maya	men	and	women	tattooed	their	bodies	with	elaborate	designs,	making	them	one	of	the	earliest	ancient	cultures	to	practice	the	art	of	“tattooing”According	to	Sharer:	“During	the	Classic	period,	the	highest	Maya	political	authority	in	a	particular	polity	was	given	the	title	ahau,	which
can	be	translated	as	‘lord’	or	‘noble’”The	smallest	Maya	centers	covered	less	than	a	square	kilometer.	Tikal,	the	largest,	covered	123	square	kilometers.The	Ancient	Maya	were	incredible	engineers,	constructing	incredible	Pyramids	and	temples	that	match	the	ones	in	Egypt.	The	peak	of	La	Danta—one	of	the	world’s	largest	pyramids.According	to
researchers	the	Peak	of	La	Danta	is	more	massive	than	the	Great	Pyramid	of	Giza	containing	around	99	million	cubic	feet	of	rock	and	fill.As	we	already	mentioned,	the	Maya	were	obsessive	astronomers	who	kept	very	detailed	records	of	the	movements	of	the	stars,	sun,	moon	and	planets.	They	believed	that	the	Sun,	Moon	and	stars	were	actually
“gods”	who	moved	in	the	sky.	Celestial	events	such	as	eclipses,	equinoxes	and	solstices	were	marked	in	their	ancient	temples.The	Ancient	Maya	played	sports.	The	Mesoamerican	ballgame	or	also	called	Ōllamaliztli	in	Nahuatl	was	a	“sport”	practiced	by	all	the	major	civilizations	from	the	Olmecs	to	the	Aztecs.		The	objective	of	the	ball	game	was	to
strike	a	rubber	ball	through	the	hoop	using	any	part	of	the	body	except	the	hands.	It	is	not	known	precisely	when	or	where	Ōllamaliztli	originatedThe	Maya	were	one	of	the	first	ancient	civilizations	to	use	the	Sauna,	sweat	bath,	or	zumpul-ché.The	Ancient	Maya	used	Hallucinogenics	that	originated	in	nature	such	as	peyote,	the	morning	glory,	certain
mushrooms,	tobacco,	and	plants	used	to	make	alcoholic	substances.Mayas	main	crops	were	maize	(corn),	beans,	squash,	avocados,	chili	peppers,	pineapples,	papayas,	and	cacao.The	island	city	of	Tayasal	is	considered	as	the	last	independent	Mayan	Kingdom	and	it	existed	until	1696.We	strive	for	accuracy	and	fairness.	But	if	you	see	something
that	doesn’t	look	right	please	contact	us.Soruce:	�	//en.wikipedia.org/		//www.history.com/topics/maya	Source:	Farawayworlds.com	Ever	wondered	who	were	the	masterminds	behind	the	stunning	pyramids	in	Central	America,	or	who	invented	a	calendar	so	precise	it	rivals	our	modern	ones?	The	ancient	Mayans	were!	This	civilization,	thriving	from
2600	B.C.	to	900	A.D.,	has	left	a	legacy	that	continues	to	fascinate	us.	From	their	advanced	understanding	of	astronomy	to	their	complex	hieroglyphic	writing,	the	Mayans	were	true	innovators	of	their	time.	But,	there's	more	to	them	than	just	their	scientific	achievements.	Their	vibrant	culture,	intricate	religious	beliefs,	and	the	mysterious	decline	of
their	civilization	add	layers	of	intrigue.	Ready	to	dive	into	the	world	of	the	Mayans	and	uncover	some	mind-blowing	facts?	Let's	get	started	on	this	journey	back	in	time	and	discover	the	marvels	of	the	Mayan	civilization.	The	Ancient	Mayans	were	advanced	in	writing,	astronomy,	and	architecture,	leaving	behind	a	rich	cultural	legacy	that	still
influences	modern	culture	and	continues	to	be	uncovered	by	archaeologists.The	Mayan	civilization	declined	gradually	due	to	various	factors,	but	their	languages,	art,	and	knowledge	continue	to	thrive,	preserving	their	legacy	for	future	generations	to	explore	and	appreciate.	The	ancient	Mayans	were	a	Mesoamerican	civilization	known	for	their
profound	knowledge	and	contributions	in	various	fields.	This	civilization	flourished	in	areas	that	are	now	part	of	Mexico,	Belize,	Guatemala,	and	Honduras.	Mayans	developed	a	sophisticated	writing	system.	Among	their	most	remarkable	achievements	was	the	creation	of	a	fully	developed	written	language,	which	was	a	combination	of	phonetic	symbols
and	logograms.	This	is	one	of	the	few	true	writing	systems	that	indigenous	people	in	the	Americas	invented.	Advanced	in	astronomy	and	calendar	systems.	Mayans	were	exceptional	astronomers.	They	could	predict	solar	eclipses	and	had	an	intricate	understanding	of	the	cosmic	cycles.	Their	calendar	system,	especially	the	Long	Count	calendar,	is
famous	for	its	accuracy	and	complexity.	Architectural	Marvels	of	the	Mayans	The	architectural	achievements	of	the	Mayans	are	still	visible	in	the	ruins	of	their	cities	and	ceremonial	sites,	which	attract	scholars	and	tourists	alike.	Pyramids	and	temples.	Mayan	architecture	is	well-known	for	its	step	pyramids	and	grand	temples.	Sites	like	Chichen	Itza
and	Tikal	stand	as	testament	to	their	architectural	genius	and	understanding	of	astronomical	events.	Innovative	construction	techniques.	They	used	a	type	of	concrete	and	developed	the	corbel	arch,	a	building	technique	that	allowed	them	to	construct	complex	structures	without	the	use	of	modern	machinery.	The	Mayan	Social	Structure	and	Daily	Life
Mayan	society	was	highly	organized	with	a	complex	class	system	and	a	rich	cultural	life.	Ruled	by	kings	and	priests.	Mayan	cities	were	city-states	ruled	by	a	king,	who	was	often	seen	as	a	mediator	between	the	gods	and	the	people.	Priests	also	held	significant	power,	overseeing	religious	ceremonies	and	astronomical	observations.	Cacao	as	currency.
Cacao	beans	were	so	valuable	to	the	Mayans	that	they	used	them	as	currency	for	trade	and	as	offerings	to	the	gods.	Mayan	Contributions	to	Science	and	Technology	Beyond	their	architectural	and	astronomical	achievements,	the	Mayans	made	significant	contributions	to	science	and	technology.	Development	of	the	zero	concept.	In	mathematics,	the
Mayans	were	among	the	first	to	use	the	concept	of	zero.	This	innovation	was	crucial	for	their	complex	calculations	and	calendar	predictions.	Agricultural	advancements.	They	practiced	slash-and-burn	agriculture	but	also	developed	more	sustainable	methods	like	terracing	and	the	use	of	raised	fields	to	improve	drainage	and	soil	fertility.	The	Spiritual
World	of	the	Mayans	Religion	played	a	central	role	in	Mayan	life,	influencing	their	daily	activities,	scientific	endeavors,	and	architectural	designs.	Polytheistic	beliefs.	The	Mayans	worshipped	a	pantheon	of	gods,	each	associated	with	natural	elements	and	aspects	of	daily	life.	Rituals	and	sacrifices	were	common	to	appease	these	deities.	Ball	games
with	religious	significance.	The	Mayans	built	large	ball	courts	where	they	played	a	game	that	had	religious	significance.	It	is	believed	that	these	games	could	represent	battles	between	the	gods	or	serve	as	offerings.	The	Decline	of	the	Mayan	Civilization	The	decline	of	the	Mayan	civilization	is	a	subject	of	much	speculation	and	research.	Not	a	sudden
collapse.	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	the	Mayan	civilization	did	not	disappear	overnight.	It	experienced	a	gradual	decline,	with	some	cities	abandoned	while	others	continued	to	thrive	for	centuries.	Factors	contributing	to	the	decline.	Several	factors,	including	environmental	degradation,	warfare,	and	political	instability,	are	thought	to	have	contributed
to	the	decline	of	Mayan	society.	The	Legacy	of	the	Mayans	The	influence	of	the	Mayan	civilization	can	still	be	felt	today,	from	their	contributions	to	science	and	technology	to	their	impact	on	culture	and	architecture.	Preservation	of	Mayan	languages.	Despite	the	passage	of	centuries,	many	Mayan	languages	are	still	spoken	today,	preserving	the
culture	and	knowledge	of	this	ancient	civilization.	Influence	on	modern	culture.	Mayan	art,	architecture,	and	calendar	systems	continue	to	fascinate	people	around	the	world,	influencing	modern	culture	in	various	ways.	Ongoing	archaeological	discoveries.	Archaeologists	continue	to	uncover	new	findings	about	the	Mayan	civilization,	shedding	light	on
their	way	of	life,	beliefs,	and	contributions	to	humanity.	Diving	into	the	world	of	the	ancient	Mayans	has	been	nothing	short	of	a	thrilling	ride.	We've	uncovered	their	advanced	astronomical	knowledge,	marveled	at	their	architectural	genius,	and	been	intrigued	by	their	complex	societal	structures.	Their	contributions	to	mathematics,	with	the	invention
of	the	zero,	and	their	vibrant	artworks	continue	to	influence	even	today.	Understanding	their	religious	beliefs	and	rituals	has	given	us	a	deeper	appreciation	for	their	connection	to	the	cosmos	and	the	natural	world.	As	we	close	this	chapter,	let's	carry	forward	the	curiosity	and	respect	for	the	Mayan	civilization.	Their	legacy,	etched	in	stone	and
preserved	through	centuries,	serves	as	a	testament	to	human	ingenuity	and	the	enduring	quest	for	knowledge.	Let's	keep	exploring,	learning,	and	being	amazed	by	the	rich	tapestries	of	history	that	civilizations	like	the	Mayans	have	woven.	QWhat	were	the	Ancient	Mayans	known	for?AOh,	where	to	start?	Ancient	Mayans	were	masterful	architects,
astronomers,	and	mathematicians.	They	built	breathtaking	pyramids,	developed	a	complex	calendar	system,	and	were	among	the	first	to	use	the	concept	of	zero	in	mathematics.	Their	achievements	in	these	fields	still	impress	scholars	today.QDid	the	Mayans	have	any	unique	sports	or	games?AAbsolutely!	They	played	a	ball	game	called	Pitz,	which	was
more	than	just	a	sport;	it	had	religious	significance	too.	Players	would	hit	a	rubber	ball	using	their	hips,	aiming	to	pass	it	through	stone	rings	mounted	high	on	the	court	walls.	Imagine	the	skill	that	took!QHow	did	the	Mayans	write?AWith	flair	and	sophistication!	They	used	a	system	of	hieroglyphs,	one	of	the	most	advanced	writing	systems	in	the	pre-
Columbian	Americas.	This	script	combined	logograms	(symbols	representing	words)	and	syllabic	signs,	offering	a	glimpse	into	their	complex	thoughts	and	culture.QWhat	was	the	Mayan	diet	like?ACorn,	or	maize,	was	the	staple,	but	their	diet	was	pretty	varied.	They	also	enjoyed	beans,	squash,	avocados,	and	chili	peppers.	For	protein,	they	relied	on
turkey,	dogs,	and	even	wild	game.	Chocolate,	made	from	cacao,	was	a	special	treat	and	highly	valued.QHow	did	the	Mayans	view	the	cosmos?AThey	saw	the	universe	as	a	vast,	living	entity,	intricately	connected	and	filled	with	gods.	Mayans	believed	in	a	three-layered	cosmos:	the	heavens	above,	the	earth	in	the	middle,	and	the	underworld	below.
Each	had	its	own	gods	and	spirits,	influencing	daily	life	and	the	fate	of	souls	after	death.QAre	there	any	Mayan	descendants	today?AYes,	and	they're	keeping	the	culture	alive!	Millions	of	descendants	still	live	in	regions	once	ruled	by	the	ancient	Mayans,	including	parts	of	Mexico,	Guatemala,	Belize,	Honduras,	and	El	Salvador.	They	maintain	many
aspects	of	their	ancestors'	traditions,	languages,	and	beliefs.QWhat	led	to	the	decline	of	the	Mayan	civilization?AIt's	a	bit	of	a	mystery,	but	experts	believe	several	factors	played	a	role.	Environmental	changes,	overpopulation,	warfare,	and	political	instability	might	have	contributed	to	their	decline.	Despite	this,	Mayans	didn't	disappear;	they	adapted
and	continued	to	influence	the	region	until	the	Spanish	conquest.	Our	commitment	to	delivering	trustworthy	and	engaging	content	is	at	the	heart	of	what	we	do.	Each	fact	on	our	site	is	contributed	by	real	users	like	you,	bringing	a	wealth	of	diverse	insights	and	information.	To	ensure	the	highest	standards	of	accuracy	and	reliability,	our	dedicated
editors	meticulously	review	each	submission.	This	process	guarantees	that	the	facts	we	share	are	not	only	fascinating	but	also	credible.	Trust	in	our	commitment	to	quality	and	authenticity	as	you	explore	and	learn	with	us.	The	Maya	were	first	believed	to	be	a	peaceful	people;	they	were	actually	fierce	warriors	involved	in	many	conflicts.Despite
popular	beliefs,	the	Maya	did	not	predict	the	world	would	end	in	2012.The	Maya	civilization	mysteriously	declined	between	700	A.D.	and	900	A.D.,	and	experts	are	still	unsure	why.	The	ancient	Mayan	civilization	flourished	in	the	steamy	jungles	of	present-day	southern	Mexico,	Belize,	and	Guatemala.	The	ancient	Maya	classic	age	(the	peak	of	their
culture)	occurred	between	300	and	900	A.D.	before	they	went	into	a	mysterious	decline.	The	Maya	culture	has	always	been	a	bit	of	an	enigma,	and	even	the	experts	disagree	on	certain	aspects	of	their	society.	What	facts	are	now	known	about	this	mysterious	culture?	HJPD/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	3.0	The	traditional	view	of	the	Maya	was	that	they
were	a	peaceful	people,	content	to	gaze	at	the	stars	and	trade	with	one	another	for	jade	and	pretty	feathers.	That	was	before	modern	researchers	deciphered	the	glyphs	left	behind	on	the	statues	and	temples.	It	turns	out	that	the	Maya	were	as	fierce	and	warlike	as	their	later	neighbors	to	the	north,	the	Aztecs.	Scenes	of	wars,	massacres,	and	human
sacrifices	were	carved	into	stone	and	left	behind	on	public	buildings.	The	warfare	between	city-states	got	so	bad	that	many	believe	that	it	had	much	to	do	with	the	eventual	​decline	and	fall	of	the	Maya	civilization.	Wolfgang	Sauber/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	3.0	As	December	of	2012	approached,	many	people	noted	that	the	Maya	calendar	would
soon	end.	It’s	true,	as	the	Maya	calendar	system	was	complicated.	To	make	a	long	story	short,	it	reset	to	zero	on	December	21,	2012.	This	led	to	all	sorts	of	speculation,	from	a	new	coming	of	the	Messiah	to	the	end	of	the	world.	The	ancient	Maya,	however,	did	not	seem	to	worry	much	about	what	would	happen	when	their	calendar	reset.	They	may
have	seen	it	as	a	new	beginning	of	sorts,	but	there	is	no	evidence	that	they	predicted	any	disasters.	Michel	wal/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	3.0	The	Maya	were	literate	and	had	a	written	language	and	books.	To	the	untrained	eye,	Maya	books	look	like	a	series	of	pictures	and	peculiar	dots	and	scribbles.	In	reality,	the	ancient	Maya	used	a	complex
language	where	glyphs	could	represent	a	complete	word	or	syllable.	Not	all	of	the	Maya	were	literate,	as	the	books	seem	to	have	been	produced	and	used	by	the	priest	class.	The	Maya	had	thousands	of	books	when	the	Spanish	arrived,	but	zealous	priests	burned	most	of	them.	Only	four	original	Maya	books	(called	"codices")	survive.	Raymond
Ostertag/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	2.5	The	Aztec	culture	from	Central	Mexico	usually	is	the	one	associated	with	human	sacrifice,	but	that’s	probably	because	Spanish	chroniclers	were	there	to	witness	it.	The	Maya	were	just	as	bloodthirsty	when	it	came	to	feeding	their	gods.	The	Maya	city-states	fought	frequently	with	one	another	and	many	enemy
warriors	were	taken	captive.	These	captives	were	usually	enslaved	or	sacrificed.	High-level	captives	such	as	nobles	or	kings	were	forced	to	play	in	the	ceremonial	ball	game	against	their	captors,	re-enacting	the	battle	they	lost.	After	the	game,	the	outcome	of	which	was	predetermined	to	reflect	the	battle	it	represented,	the	captives	were	ritually
sacrificed.	Daderot/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	1.0	The	Maya	were	obsessive	astronomers	who	kept	very	detailed	records	of	the	movements	of	the	stars,	sun,	moon,	and	planets.	They	kept	accurate	tables	predicting	eclipses,	solstices,	and	other	celestial	events.	Part	of	the	reason	for	this	detailed	observation	of	the	heavens	was	that	they	believed	that
the	sun,	moon,	and	planets	were	gods	moving	back	and	forth	between	the	heavens,	the	underworld	(Xibalba),	and	the	Earth.	Celestial	events	such	as	equinoxes,	solstices,	and	eclipses	were	marked	by	ceremonies	at	Maya	temples.	-murdoc	(Maybe	trading)/Flickr/CC	BY	2.0	The	Maya	were	keen	traders	and	merchants	and	had	trade	networks
throughout	modern-day	Mexico	and	Central	America.	They	traded	for	two	sorts	of	items:	prestige	items	and	subsistence	items.	The	subsistence	items	included	basic	necessities	like	food,	clothing,	salt,	tools,	and	weapons.	Prestige	items	were	things	coveted	by	the	Maya	that	were	not	crucial	to	daily	life,	for	example,	bright	feathers,	jade,	obsidian,	and
gold.	The	ruling	class	treasured	prestige	items	and	some	rulers	were	buried	with	their	possessions,	giving	modern	researchers	clues	into	Mayan	life	and	who	they	traded	with.	Havelbaude/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	3.0	Each	major	city-state	had	a	king	(or	Ahau).	The	Maya	rulers	claimed	to	be	descended	directly	from	the	sun,	moon,	or	planets,
which	gave	them	divine	ancestry.	Because	he	had	the	blood	of	gods,	the	Ahau	was	an	important	conduit	between	the	realm	of	man	and	the	heavens	and	underworld,	and	often	had	key	roles	in	ceremonies.	The	Ahau	was	also	a	wartime	leader,	expected	to	fight	and	play	in	the	ceremonial	ball	game.	When	the	Ahau	died,	rulership	generally	passed	to	his
son,	although	there	were	exceptions.	There	was	even	a	handful	of	queens	ruling	mighty	Mayan	city-states.	Ohio	State	Univ/Wikimedia	Commons/Public	Domain	When	talking	about	Ancient	Maya	culture,	experts	generally	lament	how	little	is	known	today	and	how	much	has	been	lost.	One	remarkable	document	has	survived,	however:	the	Popol	Vuh.
This	is	a	sacred	book	of	the	Maya	that	describes	the	creation	of	mankind	and	the	story	of	Hunahpu	and	Xbalanque,	the	hero	twins,	and	their	struggles	with	the	gods	of	the	underworld.	The	Popol	Vuh	stories	were	traditional	ones,	and	at	some	time	a	Quiché	Maya	scribe	wrote	them	down.	Sometime	around	1700	A.D.,	Father	Francisco	Ximénez
borrowed	that	text,	which	was	written	in	the	Quiché	language.	He	copied	and	translated	it,	and	although	the	original	has	been	lost,	Father	Ximénez’s	copy	survives.	This	priceless	document	is	a	treasure	trove	of	ancient	Maya	culture.	In	700	A.D.	or	so,	the	Maya	civilization	was	going	strong.	Powerful	city-states	ruled	weaker	vassals,	trade	was	brisk,
and	cultural	achievements	such	as	art,	architecture,	and	astronomy	peaked.	By	900	A.D.,	however,	the	classic	Maya	powerhouses	like	Tikal,	Palenque,	and	Calakmul	had	all	fallen	into	decline	and	would	soon	be	abandoned.	So,	what	happened?	No	one	knows	for	sure.	Some	blame	warfare,	others	climate	change,	and	still	other	experts	claim	it	was
disease	or	famine.	Possibly	it	was	a	combination	of	all	of	these	factors,	as	the	experts	can’t	seem	to	agree	on	one	root	cause.	Trocaire	from	Ireland/Wikimedia	Commons/CC	BY	2.0	The	Ancient	Maya	civilization	may	have	fallen	into	decline	a	thousand	years	ago,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	that	the	people	all	died	off	or	vanished.	The	Mayan	culture	still
existed	when	Spanish	conquistadors	arrived	in	the	early	1500s.	Like	other	American	peoples,	they	were	conquered	and	enslaved,	their	culture	erased,	their	books	destroyed.	But	the	Maya	proved	more	difficult	to	assimilate	than	most.	For	500	years,	they	fought	hard	to	maintain	their	culture	and	traditions.	In	Guatemala	and	parts	of	Mexico	and	Belize,
there	are	ethnic	groups	who	still	hold	fast	to	traditions	such	as	language,	dress,	and	religion	that	date	back	to	the	days	of	the	mighty	Maya	civilization.


